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but absolutely voluntary like the pact between himself and the Swarajists, like
the pact he offered to the Mussalmans at Delhi. So long as they had no
faith in the justice of the majorities, they must have this protection by a
voluntary pact. The parties to the pact were in honour bound to act ac-
cording to the pact. If they reduced it to a scrap of paper, they would do so
at their risk. To the Anglo-Indians he would say that, if the pact was not
respected, if sacred promises were not carried out, they could have revenge
on those who broke the pact. Concluding, Mr. Gandhi said:

I have dissected my heart. It has come unpolished in a
spirit of friendship. May you also receive it in such a spirit.

Mr. Gandhi then invited questions. Dr. Moreno was the first questioner:
**What would be your attitude if, as it appears, in the scheme of Indianization
Anglo-Indians would be adversely affected?"

ANSWER: I would not oust a single Anglo-Indian if it was in
my hands.

QUESTION: You have made over the Congress to Swarajists and yet
you talk of an all-party programme. How can the Anglo-Indians engage
in obstructionist tactics with Swarajists?

ANSWER: I have not made over the Congress to the Swarajists,
I have absolved them from the Pact entered into between them and
me. I oould not, even if I * would, hand over the Congress to
anyone. It only means that every member can exercise his judg-
ment in respect of the alteration or otherwise of the franchise.
The Congress, which was made at Belgaum a non-political organi-
zation, will now be converted into a predominantly political insti-
tution, with the result that political resolutions could be brought
forward now, and the bar would be removed from the path of
those who could not Center the Congress as a non-political body.
It would not be a Swarajist body, it would be a predominantly
political body. The Swarajists are, it is true, predominant today,
but that is because jothers have kept back, and if they outnumber
others, it will be because the others have no organization. As
regards obstruction, it may be wrong, it may be right. But you
surely do not expect to react on the Swarajists by standing out
of the Congress. Join the Congress in large numbers and make
them change their policy if you wish.

In reply to a question how Mr. Gandhi could secure their interests
when under proportional representation they could get none at all, Mr. Gan-
dhi made his proposal of the voluntary pact clearer.

Before I would draw up the swaraj scheme, I would ask you
what you want. A document setting out the terms would be